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Aiming high in

BAVARIA

Salzburg

Reichenhall

Konigsee

Mount Watzmann
towers above the
picturesque town
of Berchtesgaden

Important!
If you are driving to
Berchesgaden by motorway
you may enter Austria for
a short distance. That’s when
you’ll need an Austrian
vignette (road-tax disc) to
drive on the motorway. These
can be purchased at border
crossings or petrol stations.
They’re not cheap, but could
save you a large fine.

The Clarks often holiday in Germany for its
dramatic landscapes LEFT The country’s
oldest rack railway ascends 1053ft Drachenfels
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The next
morning we
were on our
way to the
main attraction:
Berchtesgaden, and the
five-star Familien Aktiv
Camping Allweglehen. This
campsite is owned and run by
the friendly Fendt family, who
have developed the business
over the past 50 years. Sitting on
a hillside, it is accessed via a very
steep hill, which our Kia Sorento
tackled while towing our Bailey
Unicorn Valencia. The site offers
a free pull-and-pitch service for
underpowered vehicles. The
campsite is surrounded by some
of the highest mountains in
Europe. Watzmann, for
example, is the third-highest
mountain in Germany at 8900ft,
and could be seen from our
pitch, just another feature amid
the breathtaking scenery.
The campsite has a really
international mix of campers
who have come from all over
Europe to admire the beautiful
countryside and participate
in a wide range of outdoor
activities. The campsite also
offers free guided
rambling a few
times each week
and has regular
themed nights in
the bar/restaurant.

, Familien
Activcamping
Allweglehen

for 20 years. The stunning landscapes make it difficult to resist
the top of the mountain you are
rewarded with spectacular views
over the romantic Rhineland
and beyond. The town has
generous dollops of cafés and
restaurants along the water’s
edge and is a busy overnight
hub for riverboat cruises.
As quick as a flash, we were
back on the road again heading
further south to Gunzenhausen.
This area is known as the
Franconian Lake District, and
Lake Altmühlsee is just a short
walk from our chosen campsite.
The lake has a nice sandy beach
where you can relax and

Super pitch

Berchtesgaden

Andrew Clark and his wife May have been returning to Germany
GERMANY IS ONE of our
favourite countries, full of
historic cities, soaring
mountains, majestic forests
and endless lakes. Besides its
spectacular natural beauty, the
people are warm and friendly.
We should know, having
holidayed here for more
than 20 years.
We were heading for the
Bavarian town of Berchtesgaden
near the Austrian border. Years
ago we visited the area for a day
and were so impressed by the
stunning scenery and historic
landmarks that we vowed to
return. It’s about 700 miles from
Zeebrugge – too far for one day’s
journey – so we broke up the
trip with two stopovers en route.
Königswinter was our first
port of call. This beautiful old
town on the Rhine is a health
resort. It’s also a favourite
among day trippers, who come
to ride Germany’s oldest rack
railway up 1053ft Drachenfels
or to visit Schloss Drachenburg,
a dream castle with an amazing
park and stunning gardens. At

sunbathe, a few eateries and
bars, plus a cycle path for the
more energetic. A small
cruiser, the MS
Altmühlsee, offers
excursions around
the lake during
the summer.

‘We were so
impressed by
the scenery
and historic
landmarks
that we
returned’

A pretty place

Berchtesgaden’s
beautiful castle
square (left) and
town centre

Berchtesgaden is a
small, picturesque
year-round resort
that has retained
much of its
original character.
Many building
facades around
the market square
are painted with Bavarianthemed murals, while one of the
most visited tourist attractions
is the Royal Castle from 1200.
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The cobbled streets of the old
town sit on an elevated position
and are lined by a variety of
speciality shops, and plenty of
restaurants and bars serving a
wide range of international
cuisines. They get very busy in
the evening, but the town retains
its laid-back atmosphere.
Berchtesgaden is also famous
for its salt. You can learn all about
it by visiting the Salzbergwerk
Salt Mines. An underground train
ride tells the history of salt mining
here since the 12th century.
Sturdy footwear is advised.

Salzburg sings

Just behind the campsite is the
Rossfeld Panoramastrasse, a
10-mile toll road through the
mountains. At the summit, you
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get dramatic views across
mountain ranges and lakes.
The area also has good
transport links. A local bus service
stops just outside the campsite
and can take you to most local
tourist spots, including the
famous city of Salzburg, about 15
miles away. The city, the fourth
largest in Austria, was the setting
for the musical The Sound of
Music, and Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, the city’s most famous
resident, was born here in 1756.
The day we visited, the
temperature was in the low
30s – a bit too warm for serious
sightseeing but we loved
wandering around the
pedestrian-only old town, which
has amazing architecture,
stunning gardens, street

musicians and fine dining. The
most fashionable part of town
is the Getreidegasse, a scenic
medieval alley where you will
find upmarket shops and the
Mozart Birthplace museum.
Three miles south of
Berchtesgaden is Königsee, or
Kings Lake, which is the deepest
in the Bavarian Alps and is
ringed by mountains. The
lakeside village is a magnet
for tourists who flock here to
enjoy the area’s natural beauty,
shoreline restaurants, shopping
and the lake’s crystal-clear
water. Electric boats provide
tours along the nearly five-mile
length of the lake; about halfway
across, at Echowand, the engines
are stopped and the captain
demonstrates the Königsee echo

Königsee’s natural
beauty attracts visitors
from around the world

Campingplatz
Am Schwimmbad
The owners of this site are
friendly, the washblocks are
good and access from the
motorway is convenient.
Address Theodor-StormStrasse 37,
53639 Konigswinter
Tel 0049 2244 6418
Web www.camping-imsiebengebirge.camp
Open All year
Pitches 40
Charges Pitch+2+hook-up
€22 (+ €0.55/kWh)

Almühlsee
Camping Herzog
You’ll be within walking
distance of Gunzenhausen
and Lake Altmühlsee here.
Facilities include toilets, a
restaurant/pizzeria, large
shop and play area.
Address Seestrasse 12,
91710 Gunzenhausen
Tel 0049 9831 9033
Web www.camping-herzog.de
Open March-October
Pitches 150, most grass
Charges Pitch+2+hook-up
€20.90 (+ €0.50/kWh)

‘The towns
were very
picturesque,
the area was
full of history,
the site was
first-class’
Salzburg’s centre
is filled with
striking buildings

with his flugelhorn; each note is
echoed back once, twice or three
times depending on the weather.
We stopped at St Bartholoma,
where the main attraction is an
impressive pilgrimage church
built in 1134. It is in a beautiful
spot that is ideal for chilling out
or having lunch in the delightful
Hunting Lodge Restaurant.
During the weekend, our son
Stuart came to visit us from
Ansbach. On Saturday evening,
we enjoyed dinner and beer in
the campsite’s attractive poolside restaurant, which serves
good-value, traditional Bavarian
meals, perfectly cooked and
served by members of the
campsite owners’ family.

Evil holiday home
The view outside Rossfeld, where the scenic Panormastrasse road
leads into the Bavarian Alps RIGHT In Salzburg, the streets are alive
with the sound of music and tributes to its native son, Mozart
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Why we
stayed at…

No visit to Berchesgaden would
be complete without some time
in Obersalzburg and the historic

Andrew and May have lunch with their son
Stuart at Kehlsteinhaus LEFT The holiday home
gave Hitler views of the Alps and Königsee

Kehlsteinhaus (the Eagle’s
Nest). Completed in 1938, it was
a present to Adolf Hitler from
the National Socialist Party to
celebrate his 50th birthday.
This amazing structure 6017ft
above sea level was built on top
of a rocky plateau with views
across to Königsee and the
surrounding mountains. The
road is closed to private vehicles
and access is only via a special
coach – or a strenuous two-hour
hike. The coach trip costs about
€16 and takes you up a singletrack Tarmac mountain road
to a large car park, where you
access a long dark tunnel for
the final 135-yard journey to
the top, via a vast elevator
with beautiful brass fittings.
A must-see at the top is the
impressive conference room,
where you will find the huge
marble fireplace that Mussolini

gave Hitler as a birthday present.
The fireplace, however, was
extensively damaged by Allied
troops who chipped off pieces as
souvenirs. The views from the
top were awesome and, as we
enjoyed lunch on the outdoor
terrace in the sunshine, we got
an eerie feeling – this was, after
all, the summer retreat of the
world’s most evil dictator.

Resort to shopping

About a 30-minute drive from
the campsite is the upmarket
spa town of Bad Reichenhall.
Since the early 19th century,
the town has been famous
as a health resort and it has lots
of beautiful, well-kept parks
dotted around the centre.
This mostly car-free old town
is a shopaholic’s dream. With
two miles of retailers, elegant
cafés, restaurants and beer

gardens at your disposal, you
will find plenty here to pass an
entire morning or afternoon.
While in the area, why not try
a trip on the Predigtstuhlbahn,
the world’s oldest twin-cable
aerial tramway? Since 1928, this
mostly glass beauty has been
transporting passengers on
nostalgic 10-minute trips
up the mountain, to admire
the stunning vistas of the
surrounding countryside.
After three weeks, our holiday
had come to an end. But what
a fantastic time we’d had in
Berchtesgaden and at points
along the way. The scenery was
breathtaking, the towns and
villages were picturesque, the
area was full of history, the
campsite was first-class. Overall,
the holiday was everything we
had hoped for, and more. It
was a good decision to return. PC

Familien
Activcamping
Allweglehen
This five-star, family-run
site is built on a hillside. The
excellent facilities include
a restaurant/takeaway,
swimming pool, free Wi-Fi
and clean washblocks.
Address Allweggasse,
483471 Berchtesgaden
Tel 0049 8652 2396
Web www.allweglehen.de
Open All year
Pitches 140, all with 16A
hook-up
Charges Pitch+2+hook-up
€22.05-36.85 (+ €0.70/kWh
where applicable)

Every pitch at Allweglehen
has glorious Alpine views
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